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Revolution and System
—The Systematic Consolidation of the Image of the Soviet
Communist Party’ s Political Leader and Its Political and Psychological Evolution

XUE Xiaorong
( School of Marxism Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: The general secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
was not only the political leader but also the supreme leader of the Soviet regime in the true sense.

Taking Stalin as the general secretary of the Central Committee as a sign the political role of “Gen—
eral Secretary” began to change from office workers in the Central Political Bureau who provided
technical services to the role of the political leader who had political leadership and decision — mak-
ing authority. However although the general secretaries( or first secretaries) of the Soviet Communist
Party after Lenin and Stalin inherited the leader’ s political aura their images of the political leader
were continuously transformed and reconstructed by the systematic power in the transition process
from revolutionary establishment of system to systematic consolidation they showed their talents in
the rank system of Party organization power and were eventually consolidated to be the political elite
instead of the political leaders. The political evolution from the leadership to the elite in essence re—
flected the profound political ethics and psychological evolution of the Soviet Communist Party in the
Soviet political life.
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