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Annotation and Practice:the Dual Orientation of Confucian
Benevolence Theory in the Pre — Qin Period

ZHANG Xiaoyu
(School of Marxism Southwest University Chongging 400715 China)

Abstract:The original meaning of “benevolence” refers to an innate Xinxing in ancient Shi rite.

Confucius developed the first meaning of “benevolence” from the original meaning of the ancient Shi
rite. Mengzi developed the second meaning of “benevolence” namely Xinxing. XUN Zi concurrently
inherited the doctrine of Confucius and Mencius advocated both benevolence and Xinxing and em—
phasized the difference of “benevolence” and highlighted its political orientation. Although Confu—
cius Mencius and XUN had different interpretation to “benevolence” based on their own theoretical
system the core of “kindheartedness” is consistent. Because of the different ideological purport they
also had different practical orientations towards benevolence which were embodied in their doctrines
of “the ritual”.
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