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Classification of “Popular Novels” by “Opera —novel” and
Ye Shi Yuan Cang Shu Mu and the Significance

WEN Qingxin
( School of Literature Yangzhou University Yangzhou Jiangsu 225002 China)

Abstract: When scholars use the term “opera — novel” they mean that it is a popular performance
art and emphasizes the performance of the work and the particularity of the way of speech. Ye Shi
Yuan Cang Shu Mu takes “opera —novel” as the category in company with “Four Classics” and is
actually a response to that recognition. “Opera —novel” of Ye Shi Yuan Cang Shu Mu sets up a small
category called “popular novel” its purpose is to highlight the difference between the works which
had larger entanglements with “legend” rap literature such as The Popular Romance of the Three
Kingdoms The Water Margin etc. and “ancient and modern dramas” and “legends” in the form of
expression and the taste of performance. The Popular Romance of the Three Kingdoms and The Water
Margin were still regarded as a kind of “talking” art with the performance of fun and the couplet —
style existence and rather than vernacular popular novels.

Key words ‘opera —novel”; Ye Shi Yuan Cang Shu My ‘“popular novels’; ‘“talking” art; from the
perspective of bibliography
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