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An Exploration of “the Book of Music”

WANG Qizhou' >

( Central China Normal University 1. School of Chinese Language and Literature;

2. Hubei Literary Theory and Criticism Research Center Wuhan Hubei 430079 China)

Abstract: Confucius taught his disciples with The Book of Songs Shang Shu Zhou Li and Yue.
Therewere six classics during the Pre — Qin Dynasty and “The Book of Music” was one of them.
However beginning from the time of Emperor Wen of the Han Dynasty Doctors of Poetry were ap—
pointed and till the time of Emperor Wu of the Han dynasty five classics of “Poetry Shangshu Zhou
Li Zhouyi and Spring and Autumn Annals” were named doctors except “The Book of Music”.
Wangmang reported to the Emperor Ping of the Han Dynasty that he hoped to appoint “The Book of
Music” Doctors of Poetry. But most of the later generations thought that “The Book of Music” was
forged by Wangmang. Thusit became a riddle about Confucian classics. Some people thought that it
was burnt down in the Qin Dynasty. Some people believed that it was only handed down by word of
mouth. But more people believed that it still existed and they had different opinions: some people

said that it was Da Si Yue in Zhou Li some people said that it was The Records of Music in The
Book of Rites some people said that it was The Book of Songs and another people said that it was
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scattered in many Confucian classics. By reviewing relevant literature and drawing on the researches
of scholars in previous dynasties it can be concluded that the chapter Da Shi Yue in Zhou Li is “The
Book of Music”. The “Yue” of the rites and music culture in the Xi Zhou Dynasty refers to not only
music but also things which make people happy. Dasiyue was in charge of school education its “Yue
Education” referred to not only music education but also art education language education literature
education behavior education emotional education and personality education. Confucian music edu—
cation inherited the education tradition of Dashiyue its aims lay in guiding disciples to understand
the happy spirit of ritual and music and culturing and developing gentleman’ s personality of theirs.

The “Yue Education” described in the chapter Da Shi Yue was just the content of “Yue Education”
in the cultural environment of rites and music in the Zhou Dynasty rather than music education un—
der the totalitarian system of the monarchs of the Han Dynasty. The view that Da Shi Yue is the pre
- Qin Confucianism and “The Book of Music” is in line with the historical reality of the Confucian
“Yue Education”.

Key words ‘“The Book of Music”; Yue Education; six classics; Da Si Yue; The Records of Music; The
Book of Songs; music; happiness
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