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The Bask Event as Expressed in Chinese Constructions

ZHANG Jianli
( School of International Studies Zhejiang University Hangzhou Zhejiang 310058 China)

Abstract: The sentence “old man basking in the sun” existed in ancient times in which the object
thematic role is odd and hence a hot research topic. By means of the Double — layer Resultative E—
vent Model the present study shows that the different parts of the bask schema can be projected onto
three interrelated constructions with the sun concept either hidden in the verb or spilt out. The study
explores the basic constructions’ participation in others and also reanalyzes the related relics from
the Ancient Chinese thus providing a fair description and explanation of the interaction between the
bask event and its related constructions.
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30: 40: 30, 1
47: 31: 22,
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( Yo
L. ( ) : The sun shone through the window.
II. ( ) . the birds are sunning their wings.
I11. : The seals came ashore to breed and to bask.
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