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The Diachronic Evolution and Its Replacement of the Conceptual
Structure of Hypernym in Cutting Conceptual Domain

SUN Shujuan
( School of Humanities and Arts Nanchang Institute of Technology Nanchang Jiangxi 330099 China)

Abstract: Before the Yuan Dynasty the hypernym of the conceptual domain of “Cutting” was “Yi”
and the hypernym of the conceptual domain changed from “Yi” to “Ge” after the Ming Qing transi—
tion. The use cases in literature indicated that both “Ge” and “Yi” could signify the following three
conceptual levels. Firstly referencing the action of cutting off the herbaceous plant; secondly referen—
cing the action of harvesting the crops; thirdly referencing the action of incising the animal limbs.
However each of them appeared at different times. The representation of first conceptual level of
“Yi” came into use at the Spring and Autumn Period and “Ge” at the late Western Han Dynasty.
The representation of second conceptual level of “Yi” came into use at the Warring States period;
and “Ge” was far later at the Song Dynasty. The representation of third conceptual level of “Yi”
came into use at the late period of the Warring States. Yet “Ge” came into use at the middle of War—
ring States period. Furthermore “Ge” also indicated the action of cutting off the cleavable parts other
than the herbaceous plant crops and the animal limbs which represented the fourth conceptual level
of “Ge”. The thesis aims to explore the diachronic evolution study of vocabulary from the perspective

of semantic dynamic understanding.
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