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Allegorical Expounding and Exotic Interpretation
——A Textual Research of the Nineteen Ancient Poems With Japanese Annotations Edited in the Edo Age

BIAN Dongbo
(School of Liberal Arts,Nanjing University , Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023 , China)

Abstract : There were four versions of Nineteen Ancient Poems with Japanese annotations edited in the
Edo Age. The annotations of two versions were written in Chinese,and the other two were in Kataka-
na. The paper tries to explore academic background and interpretative characteristics of the two writ-
ten in Chinese ,namely,Hara Kyosai’s Gu Shi Shi Jiu Shou Jie and Ishizukuri Kuseki’s Gu Shi Shi
Jiu Shou Duo Jie. It was found that these two versions focused on “allegories” of Nineteen Ancient
Poems ,more from the perspective of monarch — minister and gentleman - villain to interpret poems.
Three annotations of them were related with the so — called “Eclectic School” in the Edo Age,who
were discontented with “the School of Ancient Rhetoric” at that time,and dissatisfied with the pre-
vailing fake Tang and Ming poetry, then turned to the simple and plain Nineteen Ancieni Poems.
Key words : Nineieen Ancient Poems ; Japanese annotation; Gu Shi Shi Jiu Shou Jie; Gu Shi Shi Jiu
Shou Duo Jie
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