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On the Features of Tian Mu Shan Qiao’ s
Comments on The Scholars
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(1. The Center of Traditional Chinese Cultural Studies, Wuhan University , Wuhan , Hubei 430072 ;
2. College of Chinese and Literature , Central China Normal University, Wuhan , Hubei 430079 , China)

Abstract: Tian Mu Shan Qiao’ s comments were the latest one of all the comments related to The
Scholars ,and accomplished its self — creation in terms of words and meanings. Tian Mu Shan Qiao’
comments highly praised the reviewer’ s main feeling, effectively activated and highlighted the origi-
nal satire of the text,forming the “reviewer center” of the criticism paradigm. His caustic and witty
words actually contained his in — depth excavation of the main idea of the novel. Tian Mu Shan Qiao’
s comments were characterized by his seriousness,while ZHANG Wenhu focused on a specific group
of famous people, with the theory of “fame and fortune” ,incorporated the academic paradigm ,name-
ly the academic thought with examination as the main content of academic study in the Qing Dynas-
ty,into the commentary,and completed an important step of making The Scholarsa Chinese classic.
The formation of the features of Tian Mu Shan Qiao’ s comments was influenced by the reviewer’ s
personal reading, reader preference and historical context. Tian Mu Shan Qiao’ s comments promoted
the renewal and evolution of the novel comment form,and also contained a wide range of critical con-
cepts and ideas of critics in the late Qing Dynasty.
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