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The View of Linguistic Specification Today:
Impartial and Harmonious Honesty and Pursuing Elegance

LIU Chuqun

(1. School of Chinese Language and Literature; 2. the Research Centre for Language and

Language Life Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang Jiangxi 330022 China)

Abstract: The linguistic specifications include status norms ontology norms and usage norms. At the
end of the Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic of China the national lingua franca based
on Beijing dialect and dialects of Northern China was established and the standardization of linguistic
status was completed. In the 1950s and 1960s the pronunciation vocabulary and grammar standards
of mandarin were basically determined and the specification of linguistic ontology was basically com—
pleted. This paper constructs and interprets the “linguistic specifications” of impartial and harmoni—
ous noumenon norms and honesty and elegant speech act norms. The normative concept of “Zhong—
he” includes the normative principle of “being impartial” and the normative concept of “being har—
monious but different” that is we should treat the new linguistic phenomenon dialectically and be
more inclusive. The concept of “Chengya” includes “being honesty” and “pursing elegance” which
is the key content of today’ s linguistic norms. “being honesty ” means not to cheat not to speak
empty words not to exaggerate and avoid low vulgarization which is the low-evel requirement of
speech act specificatiori “pursing elegance” is a highdevel requirement of speech act norms which

refers to the pursuit of elegance and refinement in linguistic form and human ethics education in con—
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