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A Comparison of the Contemporary Philosophy of
Emotion in China and the United States

LI Haichao
( School of Marxism & Center of Chinese Traditional Culture Studies Nanjing University Nanjing Jiangsu 210046 China)

Abstract: Reflecting on the Western enlightenment rationalism ecriticizing the deconstructive post—
modernism and actively exploring better modernity programs based on emotion are the common pur—
port of the contemporary philosophy of emotion in China and the United States. Because of differ—
ences in philosophical traditions the contemporary philosophy of emotion in China pay more attention
to the philosophical constructions which are based on individual subjective experiences and are good
at providing a fundamental outlook on world and life but the research on the nature of emotion is in—
sufficient. However the contemporary philosophy of emotion in the United States pay more attention
to the philosophical constructions based on objective experience and its research about the nature of
emotion is subtle and profound but its research about helping settle down individual ’ s life and reali—
zing individual mind’ s transcendence is weak. To fuse the two is helpful to the further development
of contemporary philosophy of emotion.
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