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LU Xun’s Establishment of “Legend” and Its

Influences on the Modern Learning
Centered on the History of Chinese Fictions and Chinese Literary History
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(1. College of Humanities; 2. Editorial Department of Journal
Southwest Jiaotong University Chengdu Sichuang 611756 China)

Abstract “Legend” in ancient China originally referred to a kind of drama popular in the Ming and
Qing Dynasties. HU Yinglin used this title in the classification of fictions mainly in terms of a sub-
ject rather than the literary concept of fictions. On the basis of HU Yinglin and YAN Guwen LU
Xun created “legend” or the concept of legend and made it a literary style and category concept of
fictions. Scholars of the Republic of China gradually accepted LU Xun’ s concept of “legend” and in
the 30 years after 1950 because of LU Xun’ s lofty status and great influence several histories of fic—
tion and literature popularized his historical view of fictions and the terms of legend which became
common sense. In the modern academic history the ancient concept of the fictions is distorted and
the concept of “legend” has been constructed. Now it is time to reflect on these concepts and the
historical view of Chinese fictions established by LU Xun.
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